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Civics Training Program: Purpose and Contents

Sec. §21.4555 CIVICS TRAINING PROGRAM

TEC §21.4555
a) To facilitate the teaching of curriculum consistent with Sections 28.002(h-2) and 28.0022, the
(@) To fac 8 consistent with: (h-2) CIVICS TRAINING
commissioner shall develop and make available civics training programs for teachers and PROGRAM

administrators.
www.bit.ly/tecCTP

(b) A civics training program developed under this section must include training in:

(1) the essential knowledge and skills for the social studies curriculum related to civic
knowledge adopted under Section 28.002(h-2);

(2) guided classroom discussion of current events, as appropriate for the grade level and
consistent with the restrictions under Section 28.0022;

(3) classroom simulations and models of governmental and democratic processes consistent
with the requirements and restrictions of Sections 28.002(h-2) and 28.0022;

(4) media literacy, including instruction on verifying information and sources, identifying and
responding to logical fallacies, and identifying propaganda, as appropriate for the grade level and
consistent with the restrictions under Section 28.0022; and

(5) strategies for incorporating civics instruction into subject areas other than social studies.
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Civics Training Program: Purpose and Contents

Sec. §21.4555 CIVICS TRAINING PROGRAM

TEC §21.4555
c) The commissioner by rule shall establish the grade levels at which a teacher provides instruction
(€) The cc 2r by rule shall establish the g . er p! CIVICS TRAINING
to be eligible to participate in a civics training program. In making the determination, the PROGRAM
commissioner shall include grade levels for which the State Board of Education makes significant
revisions to the essential knowledge and skills for the social studies curriculum under Section www.bit.ly/tecCTP

28.002(h-2).

(d) Each civics training program developed under Subsection (a) must be reviewed and approved by
the State Board of Education. The board shall annually review each program.

(e) Each school district and open-enrollment charter school shall ensure that each district or school
campus that offers a grade level described by Subsection (c) has at least one teacher and one principal
or campus instructional leader who has attended a civics training program. The agency shall provide
assistance to school districts and open-enrollment charter schools in complying with the requirements
of this subsection.
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Civics Training Program: Purpose and Contents

Sec. §21.4555 CIVICS TRAINING PROGRAM

TEC §21.4555
f) From funds available for that purpose, a teacher who attends a civics training program ma
(f) From funds av purpo; att . g program may CIVICS TRAINING
receive a stipend in an amount determined by the commissioner. A stipend received under this PROGRAM
section is not included in determining whether a district is paying the teacher the minimum monthly
salary under Section 21.402. www.bit.ly/tecCTP

(g) The commissioner may delay implementation of Subsection (e) to a school year not later than the
2025-2026 school year if the revision of the essential knowledge and skills for the social studies
curriculum under Section 28.002(h-2) or the availability of civics training programs does not occur in a
manner that reasonably affords public schools the ability to comply with that subsection by an earlier
school year. This subsection expires September 1, 2026.
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Discussion of Required Civics Training Program

SBOE Video Recording

Committee of the Full Board

www.bit.ly/SBOE11-19-25

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, Item 7

This item provides an opportunity for the committee to Timestamp: 5:58:30 - 6:36:40
receive an update on and discuss the structure of the
required civics training program. Statutory authority is the
Texas Education Code (TEC), §21.4555(d), which requires
the State Board of Education (SBOE) to review and
approve each civics training program developed by the
Texas Education Agency (TEA).

COMMITTEE — DISCUSSION
SBOE — NO ACTION
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Education Service
Centers will serve as the
Trainer of Trainers (ToTs)

to provide professional
learning for SB3
required content in
civics to campus
k designees.

J

[

Teacher Administrator

Every campus will
designate 1 Teacher
and 1 Administrator

to participate in civics

\ training. J

Each teacher will
complete 12 hours of
training and receive a

stipend for
participation.

J
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Each participant will
demonstrate mastery of
the training content via

an assessment(s) to

receive certification.

" J




| Training module content will include topics in: |

Overview of the
Civics Training
Course

Using Primary
Sources in Civics

The Purpose
Fundamentals
of Civics
education

SB-3 and Other Historical
Texas Foundations of
Requirements Civics

Classroom Discussing

Action with Grade Simulations, Current Events &

specific examples Democratic Media Literacy
and resources Processes Skills

Classroom Civics in
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Cross-curricular
Integration of
Civics Content

Classroom
Simulations,
Models of
Government




TE/,5

Texas Education Agency

November January April Summer January April Summer
2025 2026 2026 2026 2027 2027 2027

Elementary civics ; ; Secondary civics

training content will be Trainer ?f Trainers training content will be
provided to SBOE (ToT) F2sklial s for ?” 20 provided to SBOE

members for review in Educational Service members for review in

advance of the January Centers (ESCs). advance of the January

2026 meeting. 2027 meeting.
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