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Accountability Updates



Preliminary 2027 accountability manual

• Public Comment Period: December 12, 2025 – January 12, 2026

• Proposed Effective Date: April 5, 2026

• Three Key Changes You Need to Know
• Paired Campuses and Federal Accountability
• Changes to CDCN Timeline
• Changes to Risk Ratio Identification (RDA)



Preliminary 2027 accountability manual

Paired Campuses and Federal Accountability

“Campuses paired for state accountability will also have their 
school identification paired to fulfill the ESSA requirement that all 
public elementary and secondary schools are subject to federal 
school improvement identifications.”

–Preliminary 2027 Accountability Manual, Chapter 10



Preliminary 2027 accountability manual
Changes to CDCN Timeline

• TEA assigns county-district-campus (CDC) numbers to 
instructional campuses as defined in the Texas Education Data 
Standards. Within any given year, districts or charter schools 
may need to update one or more CDC numbers due to closing 
old schools, opening new schools, or changing the grades or 
populations served by an existing school. 

• In accordance with anticipated changes to 19 TAC §97.1066, the 
deadline for campus requests outlined in the 2027 
Accountability Systems Manual has been moved from 
September 1 to May 31.



Preliminary 2027 accountability manual

Changes to Risk Ratio Identification (RDA)

• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires 
each state education agency (SEA) to determine if significant 
disproportionality based on race and ethnicity is occurring.

• The preliminary accountability manual increases the risk ratio 
used for significant disproportionality identification from 2.5 to 
3.0 for 2027 accountability.



Student Success Tool (SST)
SST has the following Requirements: 

• Assessments must be shorter than STAAR assessments 
and must be designed to support accommodations for 
students who need them.

• Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
are required to be assessed with EOY assessments in the 
same grades/subjects and courses listed above but will not 
participate in BOY or MOY assessments.

• Assessment results must be provided to school systems 
within two business days after the testing window closes.

Starting with the 2027–28 school year, HB 8 
will overhaul the Texas Assessment Program 
by replacing STAAR with a new 
instructionally supportive assessment 
program for Texas schools, named the 
Student Success Tool (SST) in statute, which 
includes:

• For Grades 3-8 (including Spanish): 
Required BOY, MOY, & EOY assessments

• For EOC: Optional BOY and MOY 
assessments, and required EOC 
assessments (English II will be removed)



What are requirements of the SST test design?
Beginning-of-year 

(BOY)
Middle-of-year 

(MOY)
End-of-year (EOY)

Two parts

Calendar September January - February Early April May

Format* Adaptive Adaptive Static Static

Question types Multiple 
choice/Multiple 

select

Multiple 
choice/Multiple 

select

Extended 
Constructed 

Response/ECR

Multiple 
Choice/Multiple 

select

*The BOY and MOY assessments will be adaptive to allow for shorter assessments that provide the most useful student-level information; 
The EOY assessment will be static to ensure parents and teachers have full access to all released test questions each school year.

Educators will be involved in every part of the development and scoring process



Student Success Tool

HB 8 – What We know
SY 27-28

• STAAR will be replaced with SST
• Adaptive BOY and MOY assessments
• Grades 3-8 (including Spanish): Required BOY, MOY, & 

EOY

• Writing component of RLA EOY assessments 
administered between April 1-15

• BOY and MOY assessments are optional for Algebra I, 
Biology, English I, and U.S. History/Required EOY 
(English II removed)

• Accommodations for all students who need them
• Paper versions, including braille versions, of BOY, MOY, 

and EOY assessments for students who require paper 
materials

• No alternate BOY or MOY assessments for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities

• Results provided within two business days
• Automatic rescore process for constructed responses 
• Interim assessments no longer provided

Student Success Tool

SY 26-27
• Assessment program includes STAAR English II 

assessments for eligible students

• Class of 2027 students still have the STAAR English II 
EOC assessments as part of their high school 
graduation requirements

• Stand-Alone Field Test(s)

• Optional STAAR Interim Assessments

• Benchmark Assessments* 

• Automatic rescore process for ECRs

SY 25-26
• Assessment program includes STAAR English II 

assessments for eligible students
• "No Monday Testing” Rule Repealed
• Test Anxiety Mitigation guidance added to STAAR TAM 

- Districts are encouraged to review excessive testing 
practices earlier than 2027-28

• Class of 2026 students still have the STAAR English II 
EOC assessments as part of their high school 
graduation requirements

• Stand-Alone Field Test

• Optional STAAR Interim Assessments

• Benchmark Assessments*

• Automatic rescore process for ECRs
• Family Portal Results in One Click - new SMS alerts for 

parents available with Spring results
• District Results Notification - SSO 

*School systems are encouraged to begin evaluating their assessment practices in preparation for the 
upcoming changes introduced by HB 8, such as considering other areas affected by state 
assessments i.e., special programs, TIA, intervention practices, and data analysis process



HB 8 – What We know
SY 25-26

• Assessment program includes STAAR English II assessments for eligible students
• "No Monday Testing” Rule Repealed
• Test Anxiety Mitigation guidance added to STAAR TAM - Districts are encouraged to review 

excessive testing practices earlier than 2027-28

• Class of 2026 students still have the STAAR English II EOC assessments as part of their high 
school graduation requirements

• Stand-Alone Field Test
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Accountability Impact

EOC Retesters



Accountability Subset

Retester Accountability Impact:
• Counts as Did Not Meets for Accountability in Year One
• Retests count for future accountability cycles until meeting graduation requirements
• The best results found for performance (most recent result) for each accountability cycle



Interpreting December EOC Results
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December EOC retester data is difficult to interpret alone because 
changes often reflect who is retesting, not just student learning. 



Interpreting December EOC Results

• Identify Retesters (Parent/Guardian Communication)
• Review Campus Support and Retesting Plans
• Substitute Assessments
• IGC Eligibility

Campus and Student Next Steps

• Short- vs. Long-Term Retester Strategy
• Identify Missed Standards
• Identify Teachers with Demonstrated Intervention Success
• Small-Group Instruction

• MTSS

Plan Interventions and Support
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Accountability Updates
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