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Meeting Resources
Collaborative ToolMeeting Agenda

https://bit.ly/25-26SLNTool 

https://bit.ly/25-26SLNTool
https://bit.ly/25-26SLNTool
https://bit.ly/25-26SLNTool
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gcg7fy8cCd3x6613sC4wgU5D9rTO9718/view?usp=drive_link


May 13, 2026

• Welcome & Icebreaker

• About Region 4 and Purpose of the SLN

• Community Partner

• Region 4 Has Your Back!

• Region 4 STEM Updates

• Legislative Updates

• Professional Organization Updates

• Accountability Update

• District Spotlight

• Reflections and Planning

• Closing

Agenda
Science Leadership 

Network



Emoji for the Year

Excited Tired Proud Sad Happy

What other emojis would you 
use to describe this year? 



About 
Region 4

https://esc4.net/ 

https://esc4.net/


What is the 
purpose of 

our network?

Discuss current 
state and local 
information and 

issues in science

Network with 
other 

professionals 
across Region 4 

Build Capacity

Provide feedback 
on the services 

Region 4 provides 
and the additional 
needed support



Norms and Expectations

• Be present and engaged.

• Listen and contribute.

• Network and collaborate.



Region 4 
Leadership 
Networks 
Protocol

Add hroach@esc4.net to 
your email safe list!

Members are district and charter school leaders who have been 
appointed by their superintendents. When personnel changes, 
please follow these steps:

1. Contact your superintendent’s office and request that a new 
person or people be added as Science Leadership Network 
designee(s).

2. If approved, ask the superintendent’s office to contact Amanda 
Galvan, Division Secretary for Strategic Communication and 
Engagement via email at amanda.galvan@esc4.net or by phone 
at 713.744.6541. Amanda will then add the name(s) to the 
Region 4 Leadership Network list.

3. At that time, I would be able to include new people in 
communication and meeting invites. In the meantime, please do 
not forward registration and meeting links to people who are not 
in this LN.

mailto:amanda.galvan@esc4.net


SLN Meeting 4: Exit Ticket

https://bit.ly/SLN4ExitTicket 

https://bit.ly/SLN4ExitTicket


Community Partner

Dr. Heather Domjan
Clinical Professor College of Education
Executive Director of UH STEM Center
Executive Director of Science and Engineering Fair of Houston
UH STEM Center - University of Houston

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uh.edu%2fstem%2f&c=E,1,2x-XU8vfgTRFfI5uBVVYYq5CH5OLiTcftF3iJVPYWQ8W0HouiuJwFXfV47_gonp7Q28sxLmtoXugaWfa6aTQhLZUO2UjFvfUp9YLxMKl61ZRJ5UNS9-oZAku&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uh.edu%2fstem%2f&c=E,1,2x-XU8vfgTRFfI5uBVVYYq5CH5OLiTcftF3iJVPYWQ8W0HouiuJwFXfV47_gonp7Q28sxLmtoXugaWfa6aTQhLZUO2UjFvfUp9YLxMKl61ZRJ5UNS9-oZAku&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uh.edu%2fstem%2f&c=E,1,2x-XU8vfgTRFfI5uBVVYYq5CH5OLiTcftF3iJVPYWQ8W0HouiuJwFXfV47_gonp7Q28sxLmtoXugaWfa6aTQhLZUO2UjFvfUp9YLxMKl61ZRJ5UNS9-oZAku&typo=1


Region 4 
has your 

back!



Professional Learning

https://esc4.net/service/science/

2026-2027 Calendar Coming Soon! 

https://esc4.net/service/science/


Region 4 Science Institute
June 17-18

Join us for a one-day collaborative institute to engage in hands-
on experiences and examine best practices that enrich and 
support TEKS-aligned tier-one science instruction across all 
grade levels.
Day 1: 3D Science Learning Experience
Day 2: 3D Science Lesson Internalization and Facilitation



May 15 - after SLN meeting

Targeted Technical Assistance
Virtual 1-hour Q&A 
sessions to address 
needs and answer 

questions from 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

• What is it? Support provided by Region 4 to 
LEAs by phone, email, video conferencing, or in 
person.  

• Examples include:
oAnswering questions and providing guidance
oThought partners
oData review and reflection
oProduct assistance
oPlanning or instructional questions

• Who is it for? ANYONE



Coaching Packages & 
New and Early Career Science Educators Cohort

2026-2027 information is forthcoming!



UPCOMING

Events
9-10
JUNE

TUES-
WED

ACCESS TO THE GENERAL CURRICULUM 
CONFERENCE

21
OCT

WED
REGION 4 SCIENCE CONFERENCE

5
MAY 

WED
REGION 4 STEM CONFERENCE

25
MAR

THUR
REGION 4 DIGITAL LEARNING CONFERENCE

4
MAR

THUR
REGION 4 STUDENT DESIGN CHALLENGE

9
SEPT

WED
REGION 4 SCIENCE ACADEMY

https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1896260
https://esc4.net/event/agccon/
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1934394
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1949088
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1796006
https://esc4.net/stem-engineering-design-challenge/
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1961993


CTE: Ready, Set, 
Certify with 

Adobe Express 
on July 16, 2026

July 
16, 

2026

https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955585


Product Updates

On the Shelf: 
• Warm Up to Science for Grade 5
• Warm Up to Biology

Coming Soon! 
• Warm Up to Integrated Physics and Chemistry
• Warm Up to Science for Grade 8

https://region4store.com/product/warm-up-to-science-teks-based-engagement-activities-scientific-literacy-edition-grade-5-combination/


Region 4 STEM Updates
• TEA’s Developing an Engineering Challenge 

for Grades 6, 7, and 8

• Launch Middle School Computer Science 
Training (Grades 6-8) on June 19, 26, 29

• Engineering Challenge Day on March 5 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/science
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/science
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971979
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971979
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971979
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971979
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971979
https://esc4.net/stem-engineering-design-challenge/
https://esc4.net/stem-engineering-design-challenge/


Region 4 STEM Updates



TEA’s 
To The 

Administrator 
Addressed 

Correspondence

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-
multimedia/correspondence 

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence


Call for HB 8 Alternative BOY & MOY 
Assessment Instruments
(TAA 5/7/26)
Due to changes from House Bill 8 (HB 8), 89th Texas Legislature, 2nd Called Session, the State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) test is being discontinued, with the last full year of implementation being the 2026–27 
school year. A new set of shorter progress monitoring assessments, which may be referred to as the Student Success 
Tool (SST), will replace STAAR starting in the 2027–28 school year.

This new SST system will include short, adaptive beginning-of-year (BOY) and middle-of-year (MOY) assessments to 
show progress during the year, along with an end-of-year (EOY) assessment. Under HB 8, the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) must provide a BOY, MOY, and EOY assessment for school systems to use. While school systems must use the 
new EOY assessment provided by TEA, they may use alternative assessments for the BOY and MOY assessments.

With this correspondence, TEA announces the upcoming launch of an application process to solicit, identify, and approve 
assessments to be placed on the Commissioner’s List of Approved Alternative BOY and MOY Assessments. Approved 
BOY and MOY assessments will be eligible for statewide use beginning in the 2027–28 school year.

Starting on May 8, 2026, all solicitation materials will be available on the Call for House Bill 8 (HB 8) Alternative BOY & 
MOY Assessment Instruments web page, including:
• The Request for Alternative BOY and MOY Assessments packet
• Application forms and submission instructions
• Updates and posted responses to submitted questions

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/call-for-hb-8-alternative-boy-moy-assessment-instruments
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/call-for-hb-8-alternative-boy-moy-assessment-instruments
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/student-assessment-overview/call-for-house-bill-8-hb8-alternative-boy-moy-assessment-instruments
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/student-assessment-overview/call-for-house-bill-8-hb8-alternative-boy-moy-assessment-instruments


School Year 2027-28 Student Assessment 
Testing Calendar
(TAA 3/19/26)
Test Administration Resources > Testing Calendars > 
2027-2028 Student Assessment Testing Calendar 

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/school-year-2027-28-student-assessment-testing-calendar
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/school-year-2027-28-student-assessment-testing-calendar
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/school-year-2027-28-student-assessment-testing-calendar
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/school-year-2027-28-student-assessment-testing-calendar
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/test-administration-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/test-administration/2027-2028-testing-calendar.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/test-administration/2027-2028-testing-calendar.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/test-administration/2027-2028-testing-calendar.pdf


Elementary and Middle School STAAR Science 
Early Guidance Tables

Zone of 
uncertainty

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/student-assessment-results
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/student-assessment-results


STAAR Science Assessment 
Resources and Guidance

TEA Assessment’s Presentation from 
the Science Leadership Network 
Meeting on February 24, 2026

Slides 23-37 explain scale scoring.

• Subscribe for TEA Science 
Newsletter Updates.

• Science Update from April 27

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_MBkc2H_jASlNCmz1wqJJPtEhf9U6JA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_MBkc2H_jASlNCmz1wqJJPtEhf9U6JA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_MBkc2H_jASlNCmz1wqJJPtEhf9U6JA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_MBkc2H_jASlNCmz1wqJJPtEhf9U6JA/view?usp=drive_link
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/TXTEA-4146585?wgt_ref=TXTEA_WIDGET_10
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/TXTEA-4146585?wgt_ref=TXTEA_WIDGET_10


Instructional Materials Review and Approval 
(IMRA)

• TEA’s IMRA Resources Webpage > IMRA Multi-Year Plan
o2027: Rubric Development for K-12 Science
o2029: IMRA Cycle – Planned: Full-Subject, Tier 1 – Science K-12

• TEA’s IMRA Webpage
oAbout > TEKS revisions and IMRA rubric                          

development and reviews timeline

• SBOE’s IMRA Webpage

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/review-and-adoption-process/instructional-materials-review-and-approval-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/review-and-adoption-process/instructional-materials-review-and-approval-resources
https://im.tea.texas.gov/
https://im.tea.texas.gov/
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/media/sboe-teks-imra-timelines-approved-112224-1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/media/sboe-teks-imra-timelines-approved-112224-1.pdf
https://sboe.texas.gov/state-board-of-education/imra
https://sboe.texas.gov/state-board-of-education/imra


English Language Proficiency Standards
(ELPS)

• Now on the TEKS Guide!

• Unlocking Language Growth for Students: 
An Overview of the Revised ELPS 
Designed for Science Teachers

• July 6
• August 27
• October 8

https://teksguide.org/
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971334
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971334
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971335
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1971335
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1971468
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1971468
https://region4store.com/product/the-english-language-proficiency-standards-elps-all-content-areas-grades-k-3-and-4-12/


Shell Winners
Shell Science Lab Regional Challenge Grand-Prize Winner 
(Elementary School Level): 
Mistie Barron, Fairmont Elementary School, Deer Park ISD, 
Pasadena, Texas

Shell Urban Science Educators Development Award Winner
Nana Baffour, science teacher, David Crockett Middle School, Fort Bend ISD, 
Richmond, Texas
• Apply or nominate a colleague today!

https://www.nsta.org/shell-science-lab-regional-challenge-2026-winners
https://www.nsta.org/shell-science-lab-regional-challenge-2026-winners
https://www.nsta.org/shell-science-lab-regional-challenge-2026-winners
https://www.nsta.org/shell-urban-science-educator-development-award-2026-winners
https://www.nsta.org/shell/urban-award?srsltid=AfmBOoqg-4pjLeuoC3n-hJKALeiAR6PAvHwHnlUHvN46owN8k2eBM4Su
https://www.nsta.org/shell/urban-award?srsltid=AfmBOoqg-4pjLeuoC3n-hJKALeiAR6PAvHwHnlUHvN46owN8k2eBM4Su


Professional Organization Updates

1. CAST-TSELA Strand – Deadline: May 24

2. OLISE Award Committee – Application Deadline: 
June 1

3. TSELA Summer Event and Meeting (virtual) – 
Friday, June 5

4. TSELA Bylaws Change – Voting Starts: June 5

5. TSELA Fall Event and Meeting at Region 4 ESC – 
November 11

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3mAAzhUm-esuaHWOZbxQHJgeG8SwIGY5bTH_8_WgXKJMT7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3mAAzhUm-esuaHWOZbxQHJgeG8SwIGY5bTH_8_WgXKJMT7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3mAAzhUm-esuaHWOZbxQHJgeG8SwIGY5bTH_8_WgXKJMT7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3mAAzhUm-esuaHWOZbxQHJgeG8SwIGY5bTH_8_WgXKJMT7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQni7_fHkew2aGtXbRLCIMdCwclQix-0QdC4d47e_2KDDFNQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQni7_fHkew2aGtXbRLCIMdCwclQix-0QdC4d47e_2KDDFNQ/viewform
https://tsela.wildapricot.org/event-6609804
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mjdGx_dvLaBHabAyK5SdEfZYNMoGGur5coffgsKK8s0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mjdGx_dvLaBHabAyK5SdEfZYNMoGGur5coffgsKK8s0/edit?tab=t.0


Professional Organization Updates

Because Science Matters.

Houston, Texas
George R. Brown Convention Center
November 12-14

Call for Proposals open through May 31

https://cast.statweb.org/cfp.cfm
https://cast.statweb.org/index.cfm


Accountability 
Update

Robert Reeves
Assistant Director of Accountability 

and Performance Reporting 



District 
Spotlight:

Humble ISD

Beyond 
Approaches: 

Building a 
Culture of Doing 

Science Daily



Reflections and Planning

https://bit.ly/25-26SLNFeedback 

https://bit.ly/25-26SLNFeedback
https://bit.ly/25-26SLNFeedback
https://bit.ly/25-26SLNFeedback


Exit Ticket 

https://bit.ly/SLN4
ExitTicket 

https://bit.ly/SLN4ExitTicket
https://bit.ly/SLN4ExitTicket


Save 
the 

Dates!
2026-2027

Date Face to Face Virtual
September 22 1955185 1955188
December 1 1955186 1955189
February 24 1955187 1955190

May 11 1955191

Registration is open!

https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955185
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955188
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955186
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955189
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955187
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955190
https://www.escweb.net/tx_esc_04/catalog/session.aspx?isSearch=1&session_id=1955191
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